dusted in exile

October 24, 2014

dusted magazine: the first 11 years
contact/submit

archive

album reviews

listed

Dave “Knife” Fabris — Lettuce Prey (Great Winds)

listening post

still single

midyear roundup: 2014
end of the year: 2013

what happened to the old site?

Listed: A Winged Victory for the Sullen
http://t.co/4LKudmNYcv

David Shea — Rituals: "...causing it to tremble
B N e ) ‘,\r,‘h W lddne I /e ,‘O/IUPWGDZgZN

oeve Lavy 1 udl ey JOy: "...that
aforementioned Eiffel Tower image is no arbitrary
choice." http://t.co/aV8vIB2VAH

Holy Sons —The Fact Facer: "Songs balance
o Dave Fabris e SOUNDCLOUD unmediated confession..."

Michelangelo http://t.co/LJVNifMRpH

Craig Brann — Mark My Words: "...the aloum
gathers no moss." http://t.co/NNe1BInuQj

2:55

twitter.com/dustedinc

182
Cookie policy

Nobody reading this needs a reminder that there are scads of talented musicians

populating the hidden corners and sub-basements of American music. One of the

pleasures of reviewing records is bringing some of these good folks to wider D
attention. Dave “Knife” Fabris is a name that very few folks may recognize for his

appearance on several albums released by pianist and mentor Ran Blake on Hatology

and Soul Note. But as a player and arranger of surprisingly wide repertoire, he’s

overdue some acclaim. the prestige the ring of the nibelung

Like a lot of the most interesting guitarists out there, Fabris is unafraid of synthesizing johann johannsson sigourney weaver psycho
his instrumental passions, regardless of whether these map easily onto some version =

of “jazz.” This tra%slates into%very one of these performane:es, r;/nging from solo kranky record dUSted magaZIne
pieces to mid-size ensemble rave-ups, culled from a series of dates recorded in New alexandre desplat ennio morricone birth

York City, Brookline, Massachusetts, and a live shot in Vilnius, Lithuania (some adam wiltzie wagner nino rota david julyan
materials from this last date were also documented on the NoBusiness record Vilnius . i o o

Noir). If you wanted to get a nice distillation of his musical sensibility, you could do listed john williams romeo and juliet

worse than play the concluding track. It’s a tasty slide version of “Mood Indigo,” free the mind scores

where he and Blake trade arch-melody fragments offset by juicy blues figures. (Fabris the year of living dangerously dustin o'halloran
also deploys the slide on the opening Astor Piazzolla track “Michelangelo,” which a winged victory for the sullen bilitis

spotlights his bright tone, assured technique and musical exuberance.) bernanrd herman hitchcock

Fabris’ interactions with Blake are some of the highlights here: the dark, billowing close encounters of the third kind vangelis

piano on Prokofiev’s “Scythian Suite” are compelling when juxtaposed with Fabris’ soundtracks room 40 albumreview
pumped-up, horn-heavy arrangement. (His own gnarly distortion stands out, too, as ) ) . L

he navigates the snaking lines expertly, and guides the ensemble from the raucous field recording david shea australia rituals
drama to its gentle conclusion). They duet gorgeously on Abbey Lincoln’s “Down Here joseph burnett taoist buddhist

Below,” and Blake’s piano contributes inestimably to the slinky, Lounge Lizards-y

reading of Mingus’ “Haitian Fight Song,” merged with “Merci Bon Dieu” in a slightly
uneasy, haunted setting. Blake is also given space for a solo piece, “Horace is Blue,” derek taylor hatology oliver johnson
followed by a lush solo guitar reading of Bill Evans’ “Very Early.”

steve potts jean-jacques avenel

JAZZ steve lacy four steve lacy morning joy
Fabris also turns in a nice solo reading of Hendrix’s “Angel,” but he’s mostly

concerned with group expression in the context of this fabulously unpredictable fact facer noise thrill jockey jennfier kelly
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repertoire. With the sweet reading of lves’ “Gyp the Blood or Hearst, Which Is Worst?”
one thinks he’s got something of the catholic sensibilities of John Zorn (whose Naked
City once infamously “covered” Ives). And something of that ensemble’s exuberance
is invoked on the thudding performance of Khatchaturian’s “Sabre Dance.” But it’'s
Fabris’ own orientation to rhythmic propulsion that connects these idioms and
instrumentations, from his own “Nightcrawler” (where his tense, taut guitar insinuates
itself in Blake’s spooky organ) to the spare reading of Ornette Coleman’s “Sadness”
(where Fabris’ gorgeous sustain complements James Merenda’s alto), or the trio of
pieces by the Argentinian composer Alberto Ginastera, whose rhythmic propulsion
and arresting use of shifts in register Fabris effectively marries with rock dynamics.
These details and suggestive combinations typify a recording that deserves wide
attention. It’s creative, unpredictable, and winningly heart-on-sleeve.

Jason Bivins
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